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ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES ON TOURISM AND TRAVEL
Tourism is affected by some factors, including both human and natural aspects. Natural disasters and unexpected phenomenon like disease pandemics have a significant influence on human settlement and activities and can potentially affect tourism.  The Venn Diagram below highlights similarities and differences between rising sea levels due to climate change and hurricanes and how they directly or indirectly impact tourist destinations (Rossello, et al 2020). 
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Although natural disasters such as hurricanes are extremely dangerous, their impacts do not last, and reconstruction can occur soon after the occurrence. Human factors and forces, on the other hand, are slow but long-lasting. Therefore, their impacts last, and curbing it may be impossible. Human activities like urbanization, industrialization, and globalization have resulted in extreme pollution (Granvorka, et al 2013). Air pollution due to the industrialization has led to the depletion of the ozone layer, and in turn, greenhouse effects and global warming have become key players in climate change. A continued increase in temperatures over the past century has caused the melting of polar ice-caps, which drain into the oceans, causing a rise in sea levels. According to (Nidhinarangkoon, et al 2020).  An increase in sea levels is known to have impacts such as flooding, contamination of soil near the coast, and the formation of massive tides. The beach is one of the most visited and recreational places on the earth. When these beaches are destroyed, tourists fail to visit. Also, the hotel industry is affected first hand when there is flooding due to high tides. 
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